RULES OF THE ROAD
Chapter 46.61 RCW

OBEDIENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAFFIC LAWS

46.61.005 Chapter refers to vehicles upon highways -- Exceptions.
46.61.015 Obedience to police officers, flaggers, or fire fighters --
Penalty.

46.61.020 Refusal to give information to or cooperate with officer --
Penalty.

46.61.021 Duty to obey law enforcement officer -- Authority of officer.
46.61.022 Failure to obey officer -- Penalty.

PEDESTRIANS RIGHTSAND DUTIES

46.61.230 Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations.

46.61.235 Crosswalks.

46.61.240 Crossing at other than crosswalks.

46.61.245 Driversto exercise care.

46.61.250 Pedestrians on roadways.
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46.61.260 Driving through safety zone prohibited.

46.61.261 Sidewalks, crosswalks -- Pedestrians, bicycles.
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OBEDIENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAFFIC LAWS

RCW 46.61.005
Chapter refersto vehiclesupon highways -- Exceptions.
The provisions of this chapter relating to the operation of vehicles refer
exclusively to the operation of vehicles upon highways except:

(1) Where a different place is specifically referred to in a given
section.

(2) The provisions of RCW 46.52.010 through 46.52.090, 46.61.500
through 46.61.525, and 46.61.5249 shall apply upon highways and
elsewhere throughout the state.

RCW 46.61.015
Obedienceto police officers, flaggers, or firefighters-- Penalty.
No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order
or direction of any duly authorized flagger or any police officer or fire
fighter invested by law with authority to direct, control, or regulate
traffic.

A violation of this section is a misdemeanor.

RCW 46.61.020
Refusal to give information to or cooperate with officer -- Penalty.
It is unlawful for any person while operating or in charge of any vehicle
to refuse when requested by a police officer to give his name and
address and the name and address of the owner of such vehicle, or for
such person to give afalse name and address, and it is likewise
unlawful for any such person to refuse or neglect to stop when signaled
to stop by any police officer or to refuse upon demand of such police
officer to produce his certificate of license registration of such vehicle,
his insurance identification card, or his vehicle driver's license or to
refuse to permit such officer to take any such license, card, or
certificate for the purpose of examination thereof or to refuse to permit
the examination of any equipment of such vehicle or the weighing of
such vehicle or to refuse or neglect to produce the certificate of license
registration of such vehicle, insurance card, or his vehicle driver's
license when requested by any court. Any police officer shall on
request produce evidence of his authorization as such.

A violation of this section is a misdemeanor.

RCW 46.61.021

Duty to obey law enforcement officer -- Authority of officer.
(1) Any person requested or signaled to stop by alaw enforcement
officer for atraffic infraction has a duty to stop.

(2) Whenever any person is stopped for atraffic infraction, the
officer may detain that person for a reasonable period of time necessary
to identify the person, check for outstanding warrants, check the status
of the person's license, insurance identification card, and the vehicle's
registration, and complete and issue a notice of traffic infraction.

(3) Any person requested to identify himself or herself to alaw
enforcement officer pursuant to an investigation of atraffic infraction
has a duty to identify himself or herself, give his or her current address,
and sign an acknowledgement of receipt of the notice of infraction.

RCW 46.61.022

Failureto obey officer -- Penalty.

Any person who wilfully fails to stop when requested or signaled to do
so by a person reasonably identifiable as alaw enforcement officer or
to comply with RCW 46.61.021(3), is guilty of a misdemeanor.

RCW 46.61.030

Per sons working on highway right of way -- Exceptions.

Unless specifically made applicable, the provisions of this chapter
except those contained in RCW 46.61.500 through 46.61.520 shall not
apply to persons, motor vehicles and other equipment while engaged in
work within the right of way of any highway but shall apply to such
persons and vehicles when traveling to or from such work.

PEDESTRIANS RIGHTSAND DUTIES

RCW 46.61.230

Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations.

Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals at intersections as
provided in RCW 46.61.060, and at all other places pedestrians shall be
accorded the privileges and shall be subject to the restrictions stated in
this chapter.

RCW 46.61.235

Crosswalks.

(1) The operator of an approaching vehicle shall stop and remain
stopped to allow a pedestrian or bicycle to cross the roadway within an
unmarked or marked crosswalk when the pedestrian or bicycleis upon
or within one lane of the half of the roadway upon which the vehicleis
traveling or onto which it is turning. For purposes of this section "half
of the roadway" means all traffic lanes carrying traffic in one direction
of travel, and includes the entire width of a one-way roadway.

(2) No pedestrian or bicycle shall suddenly leave a curb or other
place of safety and walk, run, or otherwise move into the path of a
vehiclewhich is so close that it isimpossible for the driver to stop.

(3) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply under the
conditions stated in RCW 46.61.240(2).

(4) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian or bicycle
to cross the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle approaching from
the rear shall not overtake and pass such stopped vehicle.



RCW 46.61.240

Crossing at other than crosswalks.

(1) Every pedestrian crossing aroadway at any point other than within
amarked crosswalk or within an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection
shall yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway.

(2) Where curb ramps exist at or adjacent to intersections or at
marked crosswalks in other locations, disabled persons may enter the
roadway from the curb ramps and cross the roadway within or as
closely as practicable to the crosswalk. All other pedestrian rights and
duties as defined elsewhere in this chapter remain applicable.

(3) Any pedestrian crossing aroadway at a point where a pedestrian
tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided shall yield
the right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway.

(4) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic-control signals
arein operation pedestrians shall not cross at any place except in a
marked crosswalk.

(5) No pedestrian shall cross aroadway intersection diagonally
unless authorized by official traffic-control devices; and, when
authorized to cross diagonally, pedestrians shall crossonly in
accordance with the official traffic-control devices pertaining to such
Crossing movements.

(6) No pedestrian shall cross aroadway at an unmarked crosswalk
where an officia sign prohibits such crossing.

RCW 46.61.245

Driversto exercise care.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this chapter every driver
of avehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with any
pedestrian upon any roadway and shall give warning by sounding the
horn when necessary and shall exercise proper precaution upon
observing any child or any obviously confused or incapacitated person
upon aroadway.

RCW 46.61.250

Pedestrians on roadways.

(1) Where sidewalks are provided it is unlawful for any pedestrian to
walk or otherwise move along and upon an adjacent roadway. Where
sidewalks are provided but wheelchair access is not available, disabled
persons who require such access may walk or otherwise move along
and upon an adjacent roadway until they reach an access point in the
sidewalk.

(2) Where sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian walking or
otherwise moving along and upon a highway shall, when practicable,
walk or move only on the left side of the roadway or its shoulder facing
traffic which may approach from the opposite direction and upon
meeting an oncoming vehicle shall move clear of the roadway.

RCW 46.61.255

Pedestrians soliciting rides or business.

(1) No person shall stand in or on apublic roadway or alongside thereof
at any place where a motor vehicle cannot safely stop off the main
traveled portion thereof for the purpose of soliciting aride for himself
or for another from the occupant of any vehicle.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit aride for himself or
another from within the right of way of any limited access facility
except in such areas where permission to do so is given and posted by
the highway authority of the state, county, city or town having
jurisdiction over the highway.

(3) The provisions of subsections (1) and (2) above shall not be
construed to prevent a person upon a public highway from soliciting, or
adriver of avehicle from giving aride where an emergency actualy
exists, nor to prevent a person from signaling or requesting
transportation from a passenger carrier for the purpose of becoming a
passenger thereon for hire.

(4) No person shall stand in aroadway for the purpose of soliciting
employment or business from the occupant of any vehicle.

(5) No person shall stand on or in proximity to a street or highway
for the purpose of soliciting the watching or guarding of any vehicle
while parked or about to be parked on a street or highway.

(6)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the state
preempts the field of the regulation of hitchhiking in any form, and no

county, city, or town shall take any action in conflict with the
provisions of this section.

(b) A county, city, or town may regulate or prohibit hitchhiking in
an areain which it has determined that prostitution is occurring and that
regulating or prohibiting hitchhiking will help to reduce prostitution in
the area.

RCW 46.61.260
Driving through safety zone prohibited.
No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a safety zone.

RCW 46.61.261

Sidewalks, crosswalks -- Pedestrians, bicycles.

The driver of avehicle shal yield the right of way to any pedestrian or
bicycle on asidewak. Therider of abicycle shal yield the right of way
to a pedestrian on asidewalk or crosswalk.

RCW 46.61.264

Pedestriansyield to emergency vehicles.

(1) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle
making use of an audible signal meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.380 subsection (4) and visual signals meeting the requirements of
RCW 46.37.190, or of a police vehicle meeting the requirements of
RCW 46.61.035 subsection (3), every pedestrian shall yield the right of
way to the authorized emergency vehicle.

(2) This section shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency
vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of al
persons using the highway nor from the duty to exercise due care to
avoid colliding with any pedestrian.

RCW 46.61.266
Pedestrians under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
A law enforcement officer may offer to transport a pedestrian who
appears to be under the influence of alcohol or any drug and who is
walking or moving along or within the right of way of a public
roadway, unless the pedestrian isto be taken into protective custody
under RCW 70.96A.120.

The law enforcement officer offering to transport an intoxicated
pedestrian under this section shall:

(1) Transport the intoxicated pedestrian to a safe place; or

(2) Release the intoxicated pedestrian to a competent person.

The law enforcement officer shall take no action if the pedestrian
refuses this assistance. No suit or action may be commenced or
prosecuted against the law enforcement officer, law enforcement
agency, the state of Washington, or any political subdivision of the
state for any act resulting from the refusal of the pedestrian to accept
this assistance.

RCW 46.61.269

Passing beyond bridge or grade crossing barrier prohibited.

(1) No pedestrian shall enter or remain upon any bridge or approach
thereto beyond a bridge signal gate, or barrier indicating abridgeis
closed to through traffic, after a bridge operation signal indication has
been given.

(2) No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over, or under any
crossing gate or barrier at arailroad grade crossing or bridge while such
gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed.



