Formal Report: Whatcom Democrat Endorsement Process Manipulation
& Need for Democratic Accountability

My name is Lisa A. Anderson. [ am a two-term Bellingham City Councilor and Whatcom Democrats
PCO-244. Before being elected, I served on numerous boards and commissions, and have volunteered
in my community for over 25 years. [ have always been a committed Democrat, which makes the
contents of this report deeply concerning.

[ believe it is my duty to bring these issues forward — not to divide, but to protect the integrity of our
processes and rebuild public trust in my community, which is the basis for a strong Party. My ethic as
an elected official is to always put community over politics.

As you examine the contents, that lay out an argument of fraud, which impacted the outcome of a
campaign of a well-respected POC candidate in our community, please reflect on the meaning of

“The one pervading evil of democracy is the tyranny of the majority, or rather of that party, not always
the majority, that succeeds, by force or fraud, in carrying elections.” — John Dalberg-Acton.

Possibility of Fraud due to the value of the Whatcom Democrat’s Endorsement

If a candidate receives an endorsement from the Whatcom Democrats, they receive community
respect, access to the party’s assets, financial assistance, mailings, phone calls, door knocking, and
assistance from the party's paid campaign manager. The high value of the Whatcom Democrat’s
endorsement suggests that any perceived manipulation of the process to grant or withhold it, such as
possible deceptive practices, could constitute a serious breach of organizational trust and fairness,
potentially rising to the level of fraud if ill-intent and resulting gain were established.

The evidence presented in these pages and documents indicates Whatcom Democrat Chair Andrew
Reding's repeated manipulation of the official local Democratic party, the Whatcom Democrats. Given
the appearance of Mr. Reding acting for personal and associate's gain, this pattern warrants an
investigation into serious organizational and ethical misconduct.

Loss of Faith in the Local Party, Autocratic Leadership, and Abuse of Power

Current and former local party members have lost trust in Whatcom Democrats’ leadership;
participation and donations are down, with members citing toxic behavior, autocratic leadership and
abuse of power. Former Chair Andrew Reding, who was chair for six years (January 2019) before
stepping down in early 2025 to run for office, has created a toxic environment by:



Centralizing control of the Executive Board while limiting information to the membership.

o No budget transparency provided as required by our bylaws.

= Section 2: “The Auditing Committee will: 1.1) Report audit results to the Central
Committee in writing. & 1.2) Annually audit the books of the Central Committee.”
e Asfar as we are to understand, audits have not been done.
= Section 4.4.2: “...provide a monthly balance sheet and income statement for
review by the Central Committee [membership] and Executive board.”
e Members' requests have been ignored for years.

o Controlled meetings as Chair while advocating for resolutions, biasing the debate,
and controlling the Whatcom Democrat party platform. This created an imbalance of
power that no single person should hold within our Democratic party.

o In 2023 (Internet Archive) Whatcomdemocrats.org was deleted and newly created.
Members and the public lost access to historical data such as endorsement votes,
resolutions and platform records and information.

o AVote Tracker was put in place at the .org, specifically calling out and vilifying
Democrat leaders not in lock step with Reding, seemingly calling out only government
votes when it benefitted him and omitting those he did not support.

o Participation is down, to a point of dysfunction: On September 27th, 2025 Chair
Collins stated that 46 members would need to be in attendance to reach quorum (5% of
total membership per the bylaws). Quorum was not met resulting in an inability to call
the meeting to order and conduct endorsement votes for propositions on the November
ballot.

o In 2025, a majority of the Executive Board publicly endorsed Reding’s campaign before
the endorsement meeting, although he received limited support from the membership.

Denigrated women: Raises his voice at women with whom he disagrees. Additionally, Dr.
Susan Kane-Ronning stated in Addendum 1, “At a Whatcom Democrats meeting in the late
spring of 2025, Mr. Reding openly denigrated and maligned two attendees who are running for
office, Kerri Burnside and Maya Morales. His behavior was not stopped, and when the two
women attempted to defend themselves and set limits with Mr. Reding, the public comment
was stopped.” (Addendum 1)

Undermining a candidate and disparaged members using his official capacity: Sent an
email to the State Party Chair undermining a Democrat POC candidate Russ Whidbee’s Root to
Win support and disparaging a major Democratic donor and community volunteer
(Addendum 2).

Cancellation of the Issues and Advocacy meeting so a resolution Andrew Reding opposed
couldn’t be addressed, and then it was kept off the agenda at the next Dems meeting. It is
important to note that the resolution was based on multiple platform priorities. (Addendum 1)

o When the resolution was overwhelmingly passed by membership, he added his
personal bias to the formal communication to the Bellingham City Council implying the
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resolution was not valid and weakening its position in the eyes of the Council.
(Addendum 10)
o He omitted the resolution from the Vote Tracker.

e As the Chair, he requested meetings with me (an elected official) but used the time to
disparage elected officials and community members. He repeatedly boasted of recruiting
opponents to challenge leaders he disliked. It felt like intimidation, that it could happen to me.
At this time was the Defund Police Movement. He expressed his hatred of the police. [ was
publicly in support of our local police. Andrew state he may be able to “forgive” me since I was
strong with the unions.

e He used his influence to retaliate against those who spoke out. This behavior contributed to:
declining membership, loss of donors, and disillusionment among Democratic voters.

Endorsement Process Concerns

The Whatcom Democrat Endorsement Policy states:

(1) This policy may not be amended less than 30 days prior to an endorsement meeting of the
Central Committee, and the policy is to remain the same for the following full Primary/General
election cycle.

(4)(e) 60 percent of votes cast in a race or measure is required for endorsement.

Not defined are ‘votes’. Are total votes, total members participating, as in Democratic doctrine (1
person = 1 vote)? Or are ‘votes’, total votes cast, including two votes by one member in the event of a
possibility for dual endorsement? This gets to the heart of the matter below. Due to a lack of clarity,
there is the possibility for manipulation by Party Leaders for the benefit of a certain candidate(s).

Whatcom Democrat Bylaws state:

Rules for the conduct of endorsement voting and eligibility for endorsement shall be adopted
by the Central Committee [general membership]. In any case, the rules shall not be
amended within 60 days of an endorsement vote.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u6ik2Mv7mA219N3X0ALYNY2vXCtlXffv/view?usp=drive_link

Policy secretly changes between 2021, 2023, and 2025

In 2021, the Whatcom Democrats divided candidate’s
endorsement votes by total ‘votes’ made, per the poorly
written policy. As members could vote for both candidates
(dual endorsement), the denominator included 16
members’ votes twice. This is possibly legitimate,
although rare and confusing, creating an opportunity for
manipulation. Common practice by parties is to layout
clarity in the Endorsement Rules, which the Whatcom
Democrats have not done. (Addendum 8)

Endorsement Years
2021 tabulation by votes made
2023 tabulations by total voters
2025 tabulations by votes made

Total Votes

2021 primary Votes
endorsement
Barry Buchanan 188 188/226 =83% 1) Sixteen members voted for
Bob Burr 28 28/226 =12% dual endorsement, a§ all ot.her

— endorsement races, including
No endorse 10 4% county council, had 210 total
Total Votes 226 100% votes, and included only 1
Total Voters (Members) 210 Egggﬁf;i‘rgw)'

The Big Change - 2023

An endorsed candidate receives community respect, access to the party’s assets, financial assistance,
mailings, phone calls and door knocking, and in addition (with the increased chance of being elected)
the City Council position comes with an annual salary of over $70,000, and the ability to guide the
City’s agenda.

On August 7th, 2023, Whatcom Dem General Members received an email laying out the Endorsement
Policy, for the coming Endorsement meeting on August 13t. (Addendum 11)

“Members may vote to endorse more than one candidate in each race, but each candidate
must receive 60% of the total number of votes in their respective race in order to be
endorsed.” - Email from Whatcom Democrats, info@email.actionnetwork.org, 8/7/23

On August 22nd, 2023, an email announcing the Whatcom Democrat’s Endorsed Candidates was sent
to the membership. (Addendum 12)

“Bellingham City Council At-Large: Jace Cotton ENDORSED”

Instead of following the tabulation policy laid out on August 7th, records indicate the General
endorsement tabulation was modified to Total Voters, which gave Jace Cotton a slim endorsement
(see table below). We believe this was changed inappropriately, to calculate the denominator with
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Total Voters (Members), instead of “total number of votes” as followed in the Primary of 2021, and
contrary to the email informing how an endorsement is decided.

If the change was made intentionally, to specifically give Jace Cotton, a close associate of Chair
Andrew Reding and Whatcom Democrat insider (Addendum 14) the endorsement, we believe this
action warrants an investigation for potential fraud.

2023 General Votes Total Voters | If Total Votes
Endorsement (Official) (2021 policy | Jace Cotton would
and email) not receive the

Jace Cotton 270 270/437 57.30% endorsement if
=61.80% calculations were

Russ Whidbee 149 34.10% 31.60% conducted as in

No endorse 52 11.80% 11.00% 2021.

Total Votes 471 Total | 437 (Addendum 6)

Voters
2025

In 2025, concerns arose about the General endorsement (there were no Primary dual endorsements)
vote calculation when the math did not represent that one voter was equal to one vote, as in 2023.
One vote = One voter is such an important part of the Democratic process, members of the Party had
not recognized ‘total of votes’ possibly could mean allowing for two votes per member in the case of a
Dual Endorsement, as the ‘two vote per member’ scenario had not occurred since 2021 (Addendum
13). In August 2025, per the original tally, two votes per member was possible if a member dual
endorsed past Whatcom Democrat chair Andrew Reding and incumbent Michael Lilliquist.

2025 General Votes Total Votes Total Voters
Endorsement (Original) (Official after change)
Michael 229 229/387 =59.17% 226/349 =64.7%
Lilliquist

Andrew Reding | 133 133/387 =34.37% 133/349 =38.1%

No endorse 25 25/387 = 6.5%

Total Votes 387 Total Voters 352

When the endorsement was being reviewed, spoiled votes were found,
reducing Total Voters to 349 and votes to Lilliquist to 226.

Original 2025 primary endorsement posted results. The percentage is based on counting voters twice if
they dual-endorsed as in 2021 but not in 2023. (Addendum 3)

In 2023, the Whatcom Democrats divided endorsement votes by 'voters’, instead of total ‘votes’ made
as in 2021. This change allowed for the thin margin endorsement of Jace Cotton, an Executive Board
Member (Addendum 14) and associate of Andrew Reding, who went on to be elected to City Council
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with the help of the endorsement. Switching again in 2025, ‘votes’ were used as in 2021, keeping
incumbent Michael Lilliquist from receiving an endorsement, over past Chair Andrew Reding.

When Michael Lilliquist questioned the 2025 tabulation, Chair Eamonn Collins acknowledged that the
policy might be reconsidered in the future but refused to recalculate the results for this election cycle.
He stated ‘changing process’ is “....picking a side”. “That feels like putting my thumb on the scale.” He
referenced consulting the E-Board and “...precedent set by previous endorsement elections.”
Referencing the same tabulation endorsement process in 2021, 2022, and 2023, where in fact 2023

was tabulated differently. (Addendum 4)

Let's examine the “precedent set by the previous endorsement elections,” as Chair Collins stated after
consulting the E-Board. Wanting to verify, I began to research and uncovered that the statement was
not true. I sent an email to the Chair Eamonn Collins, Whatcom County PCOs, and the 42nd LD,
pointing out how they applied the math to Michael Lilliquist was NOT consistent as stated, and called
for a correction. (Addendum 5)(Addendum 6)

Current Whatcom Democratic Chair Eamonn Collins wrote to City Councilmember Michael Lilliquist
in the days after the original 2025 vote stating the vote tabulation “has been used in endorsement
votes since at least 2021” and “have allowed members to cast multiple votes in races with more than

1 candidate in 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2025”. This, as noted, is not true. When Mr. Collins was informed
that in fact the Whatcom Democrats flipped from votes ('21) to voters (23) and back to votes ('25), he
changed the calculation back to the 2023 policy, voters. 1 member = 1 vote.

Tabulation Records are being kept from membership

We could not locate any voter count for the 2021 General election (site changed, email
communications did not include tabulated numbers, and requests for information in 2021 went
unheeded -(Addendum 13), where we had another Dem on Dem endorsement between Kaylee
Galloway and Eddy Ury. Endorsement rules though do state that Primary and General endorsement
rules must be the same, and so if followed, the General endorsement was tabulated with total votes in
the denominator, as was done in the Primary (Addendum 8). Due to the illegitimate 2023 tabulation
change, it leaves us to question if the math was changed for the 2021 General Endorsement, since the
vote numbers were not communicated and due to the close ties of one of the candidates to Chair
Andrew Reding, Eddy Ury. It should be noted that Andrew Reding took over as Chair in January 2019.
Persistent requests for vote numbers in October 2021 did not deliver an actual count from the

Whatcom Dem office, and the website with any information, as mentioned, has been deleted. It was
disclosed to me that other party members have asked for the information for the general 2021
endorsement and have not received a response.

“Sunlight is said to be the best of disinfectants.” — Louis Brandeis.
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After my email, showing proof that the recent endorsement calculation was not consistent with policy
nor had precedence, Eamonn Collins recognized Michael Lilliquist’s endorsement and communicated
the correction on August 30th, 2025, to the PCOs and Executive Board only. (Addendum 7).

Bellingham City Council Ward 6

Michael Lilliquist—ENDORSED 226 64.76%
Andrew Reding 133 38.11%
No endorsement in this race 25 7.16%
Ballots completed in this race: 349

Continued Bias Against an Endorsed Candidate

Despite this change in late August, the General Membership has not been informed of the
endorsement, although Chair Collins had stated in his August 30t email to PCOs, “...announcing the
revised results of our endorsement election to our complete membership soon” (Addendum 7). A
concerned Whatcom Dems member sent an email to me informing me that the general membership
had not yet been informed of the correction. I forwarded the email along with my request to Chair
Collins to please provide notification to the General membership on September 18th, As of September
27t my email has not been acknowledged, nor request fulfilled. (Addendum 9)

Reviewing the 2023 results, where the process was possibly and intentionally changed

The election in 2021 between Russ Whidbee and Kristina Michele Martens was close. Russ was up on
election night only to fall 1,600 votes by the last count. This sets the tone two years later when Russ
ran a second time in a field of five. He made it through the primary with 23% and Mr. Cotton with
34%. This left 43% of the votes open. Being awarded the Whatcom County Democrat’s endorsement
greatly increases your odds of winning and brings in campaign financial support with mailers, party
volunteers, and hired help. Changing the process of how votes were tallied in 2023 helped
ensure a win for Mr. Cotton by putting Mr. Whidbee at a great disadvantage. In addition, based
on their relationship, Cotton as City Councilmember has set the stage for Reding’s campaign in 2025.

[t is evident that how votes were tallied was changed in 2023 from 2021, ensuring the endorsement
went to Jace Cotton, a party insider and personal friend of then party chair Andrew Reding. This
disadvantaged Russ Whidbee, a recognized Democrat. Along with the endorsement manipulation for
the benefit of Jace Cotton, Reding attempted to interfere with Mr. Whidbee’s first campaign by
contacting the state to paint Mr. Whidbee as not a Democrat, accused him of misrepresentation, and
disparaged members of his team of being racist.
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“In Russ, they have found an ideal foil against charges of racism.” (Addendum 2).

[ do need to note, the “they” he refers to is his campaign team, which has never had accusations of
being racist except for Mr. Reding to the state party (who found the email from Reding to be
warrantless). More concerning is Andrew's repeated statement to party members about how he hated
Russ's campaign manager, Todd Lagestee. (Addendum 1)

Evidence of ongoing Bias Against Michael Lilliquist

Why not report this to the current chair? We do not feel this will be dealt with, due to conflicts of
interest of the E-Board who include 4 endorsers of Reding, and Reding’s relationship with the current
chair, Eamonn Collins (a person Reding placed in the position as heir apparent). Additionally, other
members/PCOs have unsuccessfully attempted to have significant issues resolved through the current
chair (addendum 1). We do not want this to be swept under the rug to protect individuals and the
local party.

Even after Chair Collins conceded that Michael earned the endorsement using a one-voter-one-vote
tabulation, the party has continued to marginalize Mr. Lilliquist's campaign.

e His endorsement correction has not been communicated to the general membership for over a
month. A party member sent an email concerned that an update has not been provided. I
forwarded that along with a request to provide proper notice. It has been over 10 days and
counting for a correction and has not been responded to (Addendum 9)

e Atthe Democratic Gala, Lilliquist’s name was omitted from the stage recognition of endorsed
candidates until members intervened.

e When the candidates who were not endorsed were listed at WhatcomDemocrats.org,
incumbents were listed first, with challengers second, except for Reding’s race, where he was
listed first and the incumbent, Michael Lilliquist was listed second.

These repeated oversights suggest an ongoing effort to minimize Lilliquist’s candidacy and
endorsement.

Review of evidence:

Conflict of Interest:

Four Executive Board members consulted, by Chair Collins, about the 2025 tabulation had already
endorsed Andrew Reding before the general membership had a vote. One of the E-Board members is
directly assisting with Andrew Reding’s campaign (before and after). Their involvement tainted the
objectivity of the review that Eamonn requested.
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As well, as Reding was Chair in 2021 and 2023, it only seems plausible that he would be consulted
also, although the investigation directly affects his campaign for City Council. Note: misinformation
about the 2021 and 2023 tabulation policy proved to be false, “has been used in endorsement votes
since at least 2021”, and “the precedent set by previous endorsement elections”.

Changing Past Precedent Could be Fraudulent

We reviewed past endorsement counts. In the race between Jace Cotton and Russ Whidbee, the votes
were counted differently than in 2021. This manipulation of the policy endorsed Jace Cotton.
(Addendum 6) We believe this change in procedure appears to have benefited Jace Cotton, who is
closely associated with Reding and harmed Russ Whidbee’s campaign.

In 2025, the votes were counted differently again. This original manipulation of the policy kept
Reding’s opponent from rightfully receiving the endorsement.

Targeted Harm to a Person of Color (POC) Candidate’s campaign:

Russ Whidbee was also subjected to a targeted campaign undermining him, including an email sent to
state party leadership urging them to reconsider their support from Rooted to Win (Addendum 2),
including insinuating members of his team as ‘racist’.

Missing Records:

We have requested endorsement records from past years and found gaps — including no record of
voter counts (just who received) of the 2021 general election endorsement for Kaylee Galloway and
Eddy Ury. There is no financial transparency on how much is being spent on which campaign, how
many staff are hired and what they are paid, nor are we aware of any discrepancies that an audit
would reveal, as is required in the bylaws. As of September 28th, financial records have not been
shared despite repeated requests during membership meetings and a formal request by a PCO
(Addendum 1). I'm concerned this will risk the Whatcom Democrat’s 501c4 status. The absence of this
data undermines transparency and accountability.
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Why This Matters

This is not simply a procedural issue. It is a fundamental question of whether the Whatcom
Democrats’ endorsement process is being manipulated to favor certain candidates and exclude
others. Others and I believe this was intentional, given the treatment of candidate Russ Whidbee and
his allies by the chair, as well as the timing of the 2023 policy change. The candidate who benefited
from the change, Jace Cotton, is a close friend of Reding, was a Vice Chair of Whatcom Dems, local
party insider and was possibly employed by the Whatcom Democrats during periods that included his
own campaign. We know Mr. Cotton listed under the PDC employment as the 2023 campaign chair,
but without submitting budget reports as requested by members, it is not transparent his earnings
nor employment timeline. One would not think before May’s candidate filing, the Whatcom Democrats
would have needed to hire a campaign chair.

“In a room where people unanimously maintain a conspiracy of silence, one word of truth sounds like a
pistol shot.” — Czestaw Mitosz.

Request for Action

I respectfully request:
1. A formal statement condemning the changing of endorsement processes without the
consent of the Membership.

2. A call for full transparency in endorsement tabulations and financial records to be
forwarded to you and the Whatcom Dems Central Committee members for the full term of

Andrew Reding's tenure as Whatcom Democrat’s party chair.

3. Public assurance to Whatcom Dems Central Committee members that these issues are being
taken seriously to restore faith in the democratic process.

4. I request you investigate potential violations of our State Party’s Code of Conduct.
5. If a breach of Bylaws, ethical behavior, and/or fraud is to be found true, I request restitution

is provided to Russ Whidbee, and any other effected candidate during previous or current
elections.
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As the Andrew Goodman Foundation reminds us, “the biggest threat to our democracy is silence.”
The trust of voters has already been deeply shaken. When someone in a position of leadership harms
the democratic process, we face a choice: either we speak out and uphold the integrity of our party,
or—as some fear—the organization circles the wagons to protect its image and those responsible.
sincerely hope it will not be the latter.

At this point, my faith in a local resolution is limited. Integrity cannot be compromised—neither by
me nor by those I represent—which is why [ must bring these issues to light. | am sharing this
information with the state party so that you have the opportunity to review it and determine what
public statement, if any, you wish to make before this matter becomes public. My intent is to forward
this information to the press and other interested parties.

[ strongly urge you to denounce this behavior, to conduct a deeper review of the issues I have raised
and hold those accountable for their action that have diminished our local faith in democracy.

Best Regards,

N AA dynQ

Lisa A. Anderson
PCO- 244
2nd term Bellingham City Councilor

Supporting Evidence

The following addenda provide detailed documentation supporting the claims in this report:
Addendum 1: Statement of toxic treatment

Addendum 2: Copy of email undermining candidate Russ Whidbee and disparaging donor Scott Jones
Addendum 3: 2025 original endorsement report

Addendum 4: Party chair refers past process and cites incorrect history

Addendum 5: Integrity matters letter to the Whatcom Democrats

Addendum 6: Cotton Whidbee manipulated endorsement results

Addendum 7: Corrected 2025 Endorsement Results

Addendum 8: Buchanan Vs Burr Endorsement
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Addendum 8b: 2021 full report of primary endorsement that shows the historical process

Addendum 9: Forward email to chair requesting official announcement of the correction be made |

Addendum 10: Reding letter to Bellingham City Council undermining membership resolution

Addendum 11: August 23 - Endorsement Policy Email

Addendum 12: August 23 - Endorsement Announcement Email

Addendum 13: 2021 Endorsement numbers requested

Addendum 14: Addendum 14 Jace Cotton PDC Whatcom Dem Vice Chair

All Addendums 1-14: All addendums for printing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16b0YMC2ZJyjM55txP3B7voeZv-Gn0NSl/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kPzsJiLXf4sNj2GUk2kVgoZWLIZWmvkO/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u6ik2Mv7mA219N3X0ALYNY2vXCtlXffv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TAGVVcJ-2CSMM6g607JZZ_Z7UuKQ8Q0W/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13BB9PYe2WUY26fRtM0bCUzxwSkNngQ27/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yfDHl_ZALFwKLDgf_v8eFiVJw7znTg22/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17AsNHwCtugtOIjtXy072H7coIQQo-ala/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TztG4A1lsC2gdqLQQwsaEHyVdFqRbn6w/view?usp=drive_link

