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From the very outset of this process Mark and I asked what would happen if the two sides could not reach accord on a final 
districting map.  County Council Attorney Karen Frakes has been very clear that, although the procedure is not spelled out 
under the charter, it is her legal opinion that the decision would revert to the County Council.  This is the primary reason Mark 
and I voted for the Democrat’s proposal tonight: to ensure that the County Council has no say about deciding their own 
districting boundaries. 

We have been sorely disappointed by the entire districting process and the pure political cynicism shown by some members of 
the Democratic Party; by the unfair manipulation of our voting districts the citizens of Whatcom County will not be fairly 
represented in future elections. 

This process has reeked of partisanship and political gamesmanship from the very outset. The ordinance that put Proposition 9 
on the ballot was written by Political Science professor Todd Donovan.  The system was gerrymandered through packing to 
gain a permanent advantage for his political side, which would be a violation of state law.  

Donovan was subsequently elected to the County Council.  Council members then and possibly illegally designed their own 
districts and defined where specific communities and boundaries would be located. This does not occur at the state or federal 
level.  It is considered corrupt to make up the rules yourself.  That is supposed to be the role of the Districting Committee, 
who, under the County Charter, is tasked with drawing a fair and equal plan through compromise. 

For Fair and Equal voting in Whatcom County we urge citizens to challenge Proposition 9 in court for the following reasons: 

--Proposition 9 was introduced to the County Council at the last minute, included a bait and switch and had very little public 
input before passage.  The proper procedure was not followed; 

--It is unethical for a legislative body—in this case the County Council—to decide its own election districts. 

With regard to the Districting Committee, Mark and I began the process hoping for a fair, bi-partisan compromise truly 
reflecting the views of the people of Whatcom County. While we are not entirely pleased with the outcome we are satisfied 
that we have acted in good faith. 

We also urge a challenge because the new Districting Map violates state law in that: 

--The districts are not as compact as they could have been; 

--The districts are not contiguous, especially linking the Foothills district to Chuckanut.  Not only are there no incorporated 
cities in the district, but there is no logical argument that it follows the law regarding “communities of interest.”  And it is 
impossible to travel within the district without either going through another district or into Skagit County; 

--The new map purposely packs Republicans into the Farmland district, making it very difficult for fair representation in the 
Coastal or Foothills districts. The City of Bellingham has also been packed, but done so with intent by the Democrats for their 
own political purposes. 

In the Lynden area, voters with liberal views will not be heard because it will become impossible for Democrats there to be 
elected.  The same situation will exist in Bellingham for those with conservative views. Voters will become increasingly 
disenfranchised and feel that the “system” is against them.  Thus a phenomenon we have seen nationally during this 
Presidential election cycle will trickle down to Whatcom County: the political class rules, and I have no voice. If that happens 
here members of the Democratic elite who try to control our community will only have themselves to blame.


